
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14th June, 2019 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Academisation update 
 
As you will be aware, on 27th January the decision was taken by the Regional Schools Commissioner that Budmouth 

College would join the Aspirations Academies Trust and no longer be under local authority control.  Since that date, 

the process of due diligence has been taking place.  I can now confirm that a conversion date of 1st September 2019 

has been agreed. 

 

Exams nearly over…..!! 

The exams season has gone by very quickly indeed!  Today our Year 11 students sit their final GCSE exam.  I hope 

they have a brilliant break and really enjoy the official Y11 Graduation Assembly which takes place here on 3 rd July 

2019 and the Prom at The Sailing Academy on 5th July, 2019.   

 

The final A ‘level exam is on 20th June and I hope our outgoing Year 13 students have a memorable 6th Form Ball on 

27th June at The Sailing Academy.  Whilst this will mark the start of a long summer break for both year groups, I know 

there will be some nerves until the all-important results arrive!   

A ‘level results day is on 15th August and GCSE results day follows a week later on 22nd August.  

New intake induction 

As is the way in schools, no sooner than one year group leaves us, another arrives.  Our new intake Parents Evening 

is being held on 25th June, 2019.  Our new Year 7 students will spend the day at Budmouth on their Induction Day on 

Wednesday 4th September, 2019.  I know that all of our students and staff will go out of their way to make the new 

students feel welcome.  I was very pleased that we had over 300 applications for the 260 places on offer.   

Consultation 

I’ve had a really pleasing response from parents, students and staff following my last letter (22nd May) which gave the 

results of the recent consultation.  This is still available to view on our website in the letters section if you missed it. 

Following up on the key items I can confirm: 

 We have registered with external agencies the new timings of the school day as 8.40 am to 3.15 pm. 

 The names of the new ‘schools’ that will form the basis of our pastoral system are being chosen in a vote at 

lunchtime today.  Keep an eye on social media for the results! 

 Information on how to order the four new free aspects of the new uniform (blazer, jumper, tie and PE shirt) will 

be available next week. 

 A new Uniform Policy is being presented to the IEB on Tuesday 18th June and will be shared after it has been 

adopted.  Other than the new items listed above, there are very few changes from the current policy.  

However, as requested by parents, there is greater clarity over some items e.g. skirts, trousers and shoes. 

 Final tutor groups are now being finalised by pastoral leaders. We have been able to keep ten tutor groups in 

Years 10 and 11 and so these older students are not affected.  Years 7, 8 and 9 will have nine tutor groups 

per year. 

 

…/ 

 

Principal: Mr David Herbert BSc PGCE NPQH 
 

 



 

Key Stage 3 Assessment 

We have been busy working on a new assessment system for Key Stage 3 (Yeas 7, 8 and 9).  This will be replicated 

in the next set of reports that students in these year groups receive.  Year 7 will receive their end of year report using 

this new system on 26th June.  The aim has been to simplify the information being received, place a greater emphasis 

on student’s effort levels and use a new attainment band that provides some idea of where students current levels 

might lead them in GCSE’s at the end of Year 11.  A full explanation of the new system will be added to the website 

and we are also working on a short video to help explain it! 

Curriculum and Staffing 

It was recently incorrectly reported in the Dorset Echo that in our new curriculum computing would not be taught at 

Budmouth in Key Stage 3.  This is not true.  Computing has become part of our Technology Faculty and it will be 

taught as part of that curriculum in more intensive blocks of time, rather than spread across the fortnightly timetable on 

its own. I am delighted that we have appointed Mrs Hooper to our teaching team as a second computing specialist.  

The separate subjects of Citizenship/PSHE and Ethics & Philosophy will also continue on the main school timetable 

as well as in drop down ‘Development Days’. We have brought these subjects together under a new title of PSCS: 

Personal, Social and Cultural Development and I am pleased that Mrs K White is going to lead this programme. 

I am also delighted to report that we are also fully staffed for 2019/20.  Last term was a very successful one on the 

recruitment front.  I will name all of our new staff in an end of year letter later in the term, but notably we have 

appointed a new SENDco (Nita Dooley) who will support Mr McCarthy in his new senior role and Director of Inclusion 

and SEND.  We are also delighted that James Bryant-Harries will be joining us as the new Subject Co-ordinator for 

Maths.  James is currently a lead practitioner of Maths at Magna Academy in Poole.  

Support Staff restructure 

You may have seen the recent local press coverage of a proposed restructure of our support staff that would have 

involved some redundancies.  The College began this process following previous guidance by the then Dorset County 

Council to reduce the costs of our staffing.  However, when the vote was taken by Cabinet of the new Dorset Council, 

this process was not supported.  The Interim Executive Board has, therefore, taken the decision not to proceed with 

the restructure process at this stage.  I would again like to thank my staff for being so professional during this process. 

You may have heard the news recently that the date of the Bank Holiday in May has been changed from Monday 4th 

to Friday 8th and I have attached an updated document showing our term dates for 2019/20. 

Yours sincerely 

 

David Herbert 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
  
 


