
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
21st November 2019 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Big Budmouth Christmas Fair 
We enjoyed a record attendance at the annual Christmas Fair last night and I would like to thank Emma 
Cartwright for doing such a brilliant job in organising this.  Although I generally refuse to recognise that 
Christmas is approaching until at least 23rd December, I have to say that there was a really lovely atmosphere 
and the children’s choir really helped get the right mood flowing.  Final counting is still taking place but the 
total so far is £1,750.  These funds will be shared between Soul Food, the DCH chemotherapy unit and 
supporting the Year 11 Prom. 
 
Thank you to everyone who was involved and especially our volunteers!   
 
FAB is formed! 
We held the first meeting last Tuesday for parents who expressed an interest in being part of a regular 
meeting group.  We were delighted that 25 parents have now committed to being part of this group that will 
meet once every half term.  The notes from our first meeting (and all future meetings) will be available to read 
on the website under the ‘parents section’.  The name that the group have decided to go with is FAB (Friends 
and Associates of Budmouth).  I would like to thank everyone for their involvement and I hope that this will 
become a really useful and longstanding part of school development at Budmouth. 
 
6th Form Open Evening   
We enjoyed a very busy Open Evening and, in particular, it was great to see so many of our Year 11 students 
in attendance and starting to make plans about their Post-16 education.  I know this can be an exciting (and 
daunting) time when choosing the next step and narrowing down your learning and course choices to those 
that you are most passionate about.  The first application forms have already come in and Mr Henman 
(Director of 6th Form) and his team are very happy to meet with any students or parents who have further 
questions or would like to discuss a subject in more detail.  In particular, I would encourage students to see 
a member of the 6th Form team and arrange the chance to take part in a ‘taster lesson’ and see some Year 
12 or 13 students in action in a normal lesson. This is a great way of understanding a little better what that 
subject might be like to study for two years.  
 
Charity Fund Raising and Non Uniform Days 
I am pleased that the final total for our Children in Need fundraising was £1,483.88. The four Schools have 
now decided upon their charities for the 2019/20 academic year.  They will each use their charity day to raise 
money for each chosen cause.  This will take place on their non-uniform/charity day and via other 
opportunities across the year.  Who can raise the most? 
 
Shelley: Teenage Cancer Trust (20th December) 
Hawking: Motor Neurone Disease (14th February) 
Turing: Little Princess Trust (24th April) 
Attenborough: Cancer Research (25th June) 
6th Form: Wiru School and the Donna Kelly Unit in Kenya will be the chosen charities. Our 6th Form will be 
having their own ‘RAG Week’ this year (Raising and Giving).  It is the first time we have done this and it will 
take place in the final week of this term.  This promises to be good fun. 
 

Contd.. 



Lost Property 
Whenever named/labelled property has been handed in we deliver it back to its owner.  Our Main Office 
currently has a large collection of unnamed items that we are unable to return.  In particular, we have a 
collection of 20 coats!  You are more than welcome to visit the Main Office during working hours if there is 
an item your child has lost that you believe might be in school. 
 
Donations to Beechcroft’s Clothing Bank 
We did an excellent job helping with clothes recycling which I know Beechcroft are very grateful for and thank 
you for supporting this.   We have now completed our final central delivery using the school mini bus.  You 
are very welcome to use this facility but all deliveries in future would need to be made directly by you to 
Beechcroft.  Thank you. 
 
Christmas Hamper Appeal 
Just a reminder that we are supporting a local Christmas hamper appeal that is looking to offer vital 
anonymous support to people in need due to disability, poverty or old age.  If you are able to donate any 
items of food that are tinned, packaged or boxed (just not fresh) then the deadline is 10th December.   
 
Any donations can be made to our Main Office and we will arrange for them to be forwarded.  If you would 
like to make a nomination for the recipient of a hamper then you can do this via 
Nominateforhampers@gmail.com. 
 
Student Voice 
Alongside our new Parent Voice group we have now started our new Student Voice group.  This has added 
an extra opportunity for students to take part in meetings with school staff and develop ideas they 
have.  Shelley, Attenborough, Turing and Hawking are all holding regular School Council meetings.  In 
addition to this, the 6th Form Student Union continues to operate.  Our new ‘Academy Student Council’ will 
be meeting half-termly and comprises of four members from each of the above groups.  I was very impressed 
by this group at our first meeting which was held today. 
 
Budmouth Academy – Life and Times 
A team of staff and students are working on a new digital magazine that will replace what used to be the half 
termly newsletter.  We will do our best to cover the achievements of our students inside of school and out.  We 
are always very grateful when parents let us know about significant achievements that we may not be aware 
of as children can sometimes be quite shy about sharing their successes!  Please do keep us posted and 
whilst Form Tutors and our Heads of School are the best points of contact, you are also welcome to share 
stories or pictures with our magazine team lead Mr Marcel Ciantar mciantar@budmouth-aspirations.org. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
David Herbert 
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