
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7th January 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
I hope that you and your family enjoyed a lovely Christmas holiday. It seems to have gone by very quickly, but now it is a 
warm welcome back to 2020.  I hope that our students, staff, parents and community supporters have a happy and 
successful year and I wish you all well with your resolutions!  I failed with my only one after just six days, so you are bound 
to do better than me. 
 
Welcome to Mr Hoffmann 
 
I am delighted to welcome Mike Hoffmann to Budmouth in the role of Vice Principal.  Mike is a very experienced school 
leader whose most recent post was Deputy Head at the Sir John Colfox Academy in Bridport.  Mike is looking forward to 
getting to know Budmouth, his initial responsibilities will see him lead on Behaviour for Learning, Rewards, Safeguarding, 
Anti-bullying and starting to embed out Trust’s Student Aspirations Framework into our new pastoral system.     
 
New online payment system  
 
Next week you will receive a very important pack of information about the promised move to an online payment system.  A 
hard copy of this information will be sent home with the students and we will also send an ‘In Touch’ message on the same 
day to alert you to look out for this.  The pack will explain how to register for the new SIMS Pay and how this links with what 
will be a new ‘cashless’ canteen that will use biometric technology via a company called Biostore. 
 
Who to contact at Budmouth 
 
At the bottom of this letter is a reminder of who to contact if you have any queries or questions about your child.  In a large 
school it is very helpful if your communication can go directly to the colleague who is best placed to deal with it effectively 
and in a timely manner.  Communication that comes directly to the Main Office or myself will, of course, be passed on, but 
it may delay the response time. We always aim to follow up urgent enquiries within 24 working hours and non- urgent within 
three working days.  
 
Tales from France! 
 
As we were breaking up for the Christmas holiday, our ski trip was arriving back from the slopes of the Alps.  I gather this 
was a most enjoyable trip and our thanks go to Party Leader, Mr Hudson, and the staff who helped to organise this.  Our 
students conduct was exemplary and the coach drivers who took them described them as the most polite group of young 
people they had ever taken abroad.  You cannot ask for better feedback than that. Well done to everyone involved! 
 
Budmouth Life and Times 
 
I would like to thank our 6th Form students who helped put together our new online digital magazine ‘Budmouth Life and 
Times’.  Under the guidance of Mr Ciantar and Mr Hill, they have put together a very professional looking product and have 
learned a lot along the way.  This can be viewed on our website under the ‘News and Events’ tab.  Well done and thank 
you to Katie Honebon and Freya Stanger. 
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Changes to Behaviour for Learning Policy 
 
Our systems are always under review and following feedback from staff, students, parents and Trust visitors, we have made 
the following tweaks to our Behaviour for Learning Policy from January 2020.  
 

1. Students whose behaviour warrants them being issued with a ‘Subject Removal’ (this occurs after a ‘Formal 
Warning’ and ‘Class Exit’ have not worked) will no longer go straight to what had become known as the ‘BfL’ Room 
for a set amount of time.  Instead they will report to the Inclusion Centre where a member of our pastoral team will 
speak with them and reflect on the events that led to their removal from the lesson.   

 
They will then decide what the appropriate length of time for any further removal from lessons will be, as well what 
the best place is for this to be carried out.  This will depend on the individual circumstances.  With fewer students 
now being issued a ‘subject removal’ we hope that this more personal and graduated approach will work for our 
students.  The former ‘BfL’ room is being turned into a ‘Creator Space’ with resources supplied by the Trust 
including 3D printing and virtual reality equipment.   

 
2. In November we stopped adding the negative points on the students BfL cards to their SIMS account.  This meant 

they were also not viewable on the SIMS App.  Whilst the intention of this was to extenuate the positive, it did have  
a negative impact on the student's approach to some aspects of our expectations eg. behaviour between lessons  
and at social times.  This was an unintended consequence and as of this term all events will be logged on the 
system again.   

 
In response to some legitimate concern from parents, students and staff about students fear of ‘getting it wrong’ 
with uniform and equipment, these statements on the cards have been changed to describe a ‘significant issue 
with..’.  This has been reinforced with staff. For example, a shirt hanging out is clearly not a significant issue, it can 
easily be tucked back in.  However, wearing jeans or trainers without having any form of note would be. With 
regards to equipment our students almost always have what is required and this is much improved on 2018/19.  So, 
not having a specific item (a pen) would not be logged as a ‘significant issue’.  Having no pencil case or equipment 
all together would be.  Please note that students are able to see Mrs Oetegenn (Shelley and Attenborough) or Mrs 
Bradshaw (Turing or Hawking) in the morning before school or during tutor time.  They are able to provide students 
with equipment or uniform needed which includes whole pencil case sets, as well as individual items that can be 
loaned for the day, when required, as we all forget things from time to time.  They also have clean socks, shoes, 
ties and blazers for loan.  We have tried to make things as easy as possible for students to have precisely what 
they need.  

 
Steve Stubbing 
 
I'm afraid I have some very sad news concerning the passing of a great supporter of Budmouth, Steve Stubbing.  Steve 
volunteered with our Technology Department for the past 22 years and helped support after school enrichment activities. 
He was also a great help in finding financial support and introducing potential sponsors to Budmouth.  Steve helped our 
staff and students in many different ways and will be greatly missed by us all.  Our thoughts and condolences are with his 
family. 
 
And finally….. 
 
I would like to say a special good luck to all of our Year 11 and 13 students who have now begun what is the final full term 
of study on their examination courses.  This term is clearly a very important one for them and will not be without its own 
pressure points.  I hope they all have an enjoyable and productive term and that the hard work put in now will enable them 
to feel more confident and relaxed when the examinations follow in the summer! 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
David Herbert 
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Who to contact at Budmouth Academy 
 

If you wish to speak with a member of staff and are unsure who the right person would be, please do contact our Main 
Office by telephone (01305 830500) or email (office@budmouth-aspirations.org) and they will be happy to help you. We 
always aim to respond to urgent enquiries within 24 hours and non-urgent within 72 hours.  
 
If you want to discuss a general query about your child, their Form Tutor should be the main point of contact.  
 
If you have a more serious concern about any aspect of your child’s welfare, then you should contact the relevant Head of 
School:  
 
Attenborough: Jayne Guppy (jguppy@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
Shelley: Lesley Carter (lacarter@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
Turing: Andy Clark (aclark@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
Hawking: Pete Lydford (plydford@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
 
Heads of School work closely with our Pastoral Support Leaders who are attached to Year groups: 
 
Year 7: Deb Roberts (droberts@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
Year 8: Jane Taylor (jtaylor@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
Year 9: Dawn Kirby (dkirby@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
Year 10: Ali Lawrence (alawrence@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
Year 11: Luke Bartlett (lbartlett@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
 
With any aspect of Special Educational Needs support then please contact Nita Dooley our SENDCO 
(ndooley@budmouth-aspirations.org) or Pete McCarthy, Director of Inclusion (pmccarthy@budmouth-aspirations.org). 
  
Questions or queries in relation to any aspect of the 6th Form should be directed, in the first instance, to Mark Henman our 
Director of 6th Form (mhenman@budmouth-aspirations.org).  
 
Our Designated Safeguarding Officer is Zillah Rainback (zrainback@budmouth-aspirations.org).  
 
Should you wish to make contact with one of your child’s subject teachers, you are very welcome to do so. To request a 
call back or arrange an appointment, please contact the Main Office.  
 
You are also welcome to contact the Subject Co-ordinators: 
 
English: Lorraine Graves (lgraves@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
Maths: James Bryant-Harries (jbryant-harries@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
Science: Matt Williamson (mwilliamson@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
Humanities: Martin Pick (mpick@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
Sport: Sam Morris (smorris@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
Technology: Tony Walker (awalker@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
Expressive Arts: Shelley Trott (strott@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
Languages: Simon Lewis (slewis@budmouth-aspirations.org)  
 
If you want to discuss a medical need or provision for your child, then please contact Justin Abbott, First Aid & Health & 
Safety Co-ordinator (jabbott@budmouth-aspirations.org).  
 
The list above covers the main enquires that we receive, but if in doubt, please contact the Main Office. 
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