
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18th March 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Partial School Closure 
Further to my letter yesterday, I am afraid I have had to take the difficult decision to instigate a partial closure of 
Budmouth Academy, which will take effect from tomorrow: Thursday 19th March.  This partial closure is for the following 
year groups: 

 Year 9 

 Year 10 

 Year 12 
 

The rationale for this decision in the first instance is that Year 11 and 13 are the students closest to important final 
exams and Years 7 and 8 are the youngest and perhaps less able to look after themselves if they were without care in 
the first instance.  Years 9, 10 and 12 are not to come into school on Thursday 19th March and Friday 20th March.  
We will review this position at the end of the week in line with any changes to staffing, or any further guidance from the 
Department for Education.  At the moment, the position of the government is that schools should remain open.  I will 
write again to all parents on Friday 20th March confirming arrangements for next week.  
 
If we were to remain in the position of partial closure, then we would want to limit the impact to our students and would, 
therefore, alternate the year groups that are asked to stay at home.  This would not include Year 11 or 13 who we will 
try to maintain continuous provision for, as long as we remain open.  Please note that students who are in receipt of 
Free Schools Meals and are in Years 9, 10 or 12 are all very welcome to come into school where their lunch will 
be available.  They do not need to wear uniform, but should report directly to the canteen by 1.20pm.  However, they 
will need to leave the site after they have finished their lunch.   
 
Please note that in addition to these arrangements, all extra-curricular clubs and after school activities have 
had to be cancelled until further notice. 
 
Why are we having to partially close? 
With limited staffing available, I am afraid we are not in a positon to run the academy safely for all students. This is due 
to the increasing numbers of staff who have had to enter a period of self-isolation for different reasons that are related 
to either themselves or family members.  The government’s most recent guidance on ‘vulnerable’ persons who need to 
take precautions has made a significant difference, as one of the listed conditions is asthma. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-
people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults 
 
Reducing the number of year groups in the short term means that we can then use ‘spare’ staff to cover the classes of 
colleagues who are absent.  Wherever possible this will mean that teaching will be delivered by a subject specialist.  In 
the current circumstances, the use of external supply teachers is no longer permitted. 
 
How will my child access work? 
My previous letters have shared the detail of the steps staff will be taking to share work and resources with all year 
groups.  These letters and instructions are all on the website with details of who to contact if your child has any IT issues. 
I know from parental feedback that this is already underway.  The final group of staff undertaking training do so today.  
The students were shown the ‘Google Classroom’ facility in year group meetings yesterday and I took this opportunity 
to speak to them about some of the uncertainties that lie in front of us.  Once again, I have to say that their conduct and 
maturity was exceptional.  They are all very much aware of some of the national and international issues that 
Coronavirus presents and in many cases have circumstances close to home that makes it even more real.   
 
 

…./ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults


School Trips 
We have a number of school trips that have been planned and in recent days we have been taking advice on these and 
have been in contact with the travel providers as well as our own insurance company.  Whilst some of these trips may 
seem like a long way off, we have to be mindful of student safety and do not want to take any decisions now that could 
in any way financially disadvantage parents in the future.  We have, therefore, made decisions on the following trips: 
 

 Rockley Park (cancelled with a full refund) 

 Normandy (cancelled with a full refund) 

 Disneyland Paris (cancelled with a full refund) 

 Bournemouth University (cancelled with a full refund) 

 Eden Project (cancelled with a full refund) 

 Monkey World (cancelled with a full refund) 

 Y7 Summer Camp (cancelled with a full refund) 

 Ski trip 2020 (further guidance to be issued) 

 Wimbledon 2020 (further guidance to be issued) 

 New York trip 2021 (further guidance to be issued) 
 

Regarding the cancelled trips above please be aware that our Finance Department will be in touch with you and I would 
appreciate your patience in this matter during this difficult time. 
 
Finally… 
Letters like this are not easy to write.  I am sure many school leaders across the country are having to share similar 
messages with their communities this morning.  I am always mindful that some of these decisions will be upsetting to 
students and provide difficulties for families, especially when students are not able to come to school.  We will do 
everything in our power to limit these difficulties wherever possible.  We will keep in touch with any new information we 
receive and will confirm changes to arrangements, whenever we have news. 
 
May I also express my best wishes to any of our families and community members who are being adversely affected 
by this issue in any way, be it concern to personal health, family self-isolation or loss of income.  Let us all hope that 
this situation brings some better news at some point soon. 
 
Thank you for your continued support.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
David Herbert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


