
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
27

th
 March 2020 

 
Dear Parents & Carers 
 
I am writing to share further information about how GCSE grades will be awarded to students in Year 11 this summer.  
Clearly the national school closure has caused significant disruption and uncertainty on many different levels: however, it 
is the cancellation of all exams that has caused the most anxiety to students.  I have tried to answer some commonly 
asked questions in setting this information out.  I hope it is useful. 
 
Are students going to be awarded GCSE results? 
Yes, Year 11 students will be receiving their GCSE results this summer. The Government has stated that its priority is to 
ensure that affected students can move on as planned to the next stage of their lives, including going into employment, 
starting university, college or sixth form courses, or an apprenticeship in the autumn. The Government has made a 
commitment to ensuring that GCSE students are awarded a grade which fairly reflects the work that they have put in 
throughout their time in secondary education. Ofqual and the Department for Education have said that the GCSE 
certificates will be ‘indistinguishable’ from those received by students in previous years.   
 
How will GCSE grades be awarded this summer if there are no exams? 
Ofqual will develop and set out a process that will provide a calculated grade to each student which reflects their 

performance as fairly as possible. The exam boards will be asking teachers who know their students well, to submit their 
judgement about the grade that they believe the student would have received if exams had gone ahead.  This judgement 
will be made by school staff using a range of evidence at their disposal.  It is certainly not simply a case of using mock 
results. Teacher assessments over time, mock results and of course completed coursework will all help form that 
professional judgement.  The links below provide further information about the plans for this and answers some questions 
in greater detail.  We have been told to expect a further update next week. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/Government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-
2020/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-update-on-2020-exams 
 
Does this mean that what the school predicts will be the final GCSE grade? 
No it does not. The guidance states that exam boards will use other contextual information to help decide what they are 
going to award as the final grade.  This may include information on a student’s prior attainment in Key Stage 2 SATS, as 
well as some consideration of the historical performance of students in the school a student attends.  The Government 
has confirmed there will be no Performance Tables published on this year’s results and so one would hope that all 
schools will treat this process fairly.  
 
When will the results be issued? 

Ofqual has said that the results should be available before the end of July 2020.  However, no final date has been set yet 
and once this has been confirmed, we will let you know. 
 
What can you do if you are unhappy with a grade that has been awarded? 

Students will be able to appeal their grade if you feel that the correct process has not been followed.  There are no details 
available yet about when/how this would take place.  We will guide you at the time when we have more information about 
how each award has been made.  The Government is also giving students the opportunity to take their GCSE exam early 
in the autumn term.  There are no dates for these yet, but they represent an opportunity to improve on any grades that a 
student may wish to improve, or simply for the experience.  Any students who are going on to take a subject at A level 
may well consider sitting the GCSE exam as a sensible option, assuming confirmation that if a lower grade was achieved, 
it would not replace the grade awarded in July! 
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What should students do now?  Is there any point in continuing to study? 
The second question is easier to answer than the first: yes, there is a point. No learning is ever wasted and anything the 
students do in the following weeks and months to bolster their understanding of key topics has to be a good thing.  
Students should also consider how difficult it would be to take an exam next autumn, if they stopped all study now.  Six 
months is a long time.  In addition to this, the habits of learning, reading, asking questions, forming answers and gaining 
new knowledge are not ones to drop.  Whatever the students are planning to do in September, I would suggest it would 
come as quite a shock to the system if they’ downed tools’ completely now!   
 
So with regards to the first question, staff will continue to set work in line with their GCSE courses until May Half Term 
when Year 11 would have begun study leave. We would suggest that students should continue to complete this and stay 
in touch with their teachers as much as possible. However, we are going to look carefully at how we might be able to offer 
something ‘different’ for those students who are planning to come back into our 6th Form in September.  There does 
seem to be some good sense in starting to cover aspects of their intended new courses and in helping to bridge the gap 
between GCSE and A level, or National Diploma level. 
 
Mr Henman and his team are still completing the interview process for internal and external applicants, but we intend to 
create ‘Google Classrooms’ for next year’s Year 12 classes and make a start on that.  In some ways it might be nice to be 
looking forward, instead of back.  If we are able to return to Budmouth before the end of the summer term it would be our 
intention to begin some 6

th
 Form teaching for the current Year 11 going into 12, to help them get back in the swing and 

having something to focus on.  It would not be a full timetable, more likely a series of taster lessons or days.  If you would 
like to contact Mr Henman about the 6

th
 Form, he is available via email: mhenman@budmouth-aspirations.org 

 
I hope this information has been helpful.  We have received some enquiries about the more recent mock exams that were 
sat in some (mostly core) subjects.  As staff are not in school, we are not able to send these out in a formal report since i t 
requires all staff to access the SIMS system in school.  We are aware that many staff have already shared the raw scores 
with their classes and if students want to ask their subject teachers about this, they are very welcome to do so. 
 
If you have any questions about this can I request that, in the first instance, you direct them to Mr Hudson, who oversees 
the exams process: phudson@budmouth-aspirations.org  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
David Herbert 
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