
 
 

 

 
23rd March 2020 
 
Dear Year 13/14 
  
Life at Budmouth has changed very rapidly recently and events have been somewhat unsettling. You might 
be feeling a bit frustrated about what's happening and that's completely understandable. So I wanted to 
write to you to let you know that we are all thinking of you. We really feel for you and we understand that 
now, very suddenly, you are faced with the possibility of your time in Sixth Form ending much sooner than 
you expected. Friday was an emotional day; I was so impressed with the mature way so many of you 
seemed to be approaching the situation we find ourselves in. 
  
On Friday I found myself humming “We’ll meet again”. We are not sure when, but we will have our Leaver’s 
Assembly and Sixth Form Dinner to say goodbye properly, although they may be at a different time we 
want to make these things even more special. Who knows what stories we will have to share when we are 
all reunited?  
  
The original plans were for the Leavers’ Assembly to be at 2.00pm on Thursday 25th June in Clare Hall and 
for the Leaver’s Dinner to take place at Weymouth and Portland sailing Academy that evening. Now of 
course the plans are fluid and subject to change, but we will keep you posted with any changes. Please, try 
not to worry. All the good things about finishing your time in school will happen, and you will have that 
send-off that you so hugely deserve! Please don't give up on working hard over the next few weeks.  
 

We have all heard about the government's cancellation of this Summer’s exams. A little more detail is 
coming through about how you will receive your grades. The exam boards have so far stated the following:  

 We’ll give students grades this summer which fairly reflect the work they have put in. 

 Grades will reflect performance as fairly as possible and ‘be indistinguishable’ from grades given to students 

in other years. 

A Levels 

 With the other exam boards and Ofqual, and together with teachers’ representatives, we’re going to agree a 

consistent approach to how grades are calculated. 

 We’ll ask teachers to tell us the grades students would have got if they had sat exams. 

 They can take into account evidence such as mock exams and non-exam assessment. 

 We’ll then use data, such as prior attainment, to decide on a final calculated grade. 

Vocational Qualifications, including Cambridge Nationals and Cambridge Technicals 

 We’ll be working with other boards and with Ofqual, to agree an approach to ensure no students are 

disadvantaged. 

 We’ll use the best available evidence, which could include assessments that students have already 

completed, to confirm final calculated grades.    

 



Results 

 We’ll aim to give students calculated grades by the end of July. 

 Students should be assured that these grades are indistinguishable from those given in other years. 

 Universities have been encouraged ‘to be flexible and do all they can to support students and ensure they 

can progress to higher education’. 

Further steps 

 There will be opportunities to sit exams early in the autumn term, or in summer 2021, if students are not 

happy that their grade reflects their performance. 

 

Please continue to access Google Classrooms and complete the work that teachers have set for you. 
Please also retain and keep together all of your files, school work, exam papers, coursework etc. as 
evidence of your learning and progress should it be needed. We will contact you if we need to collect this 
in. If they haven’t done so already, your tutor will also be setting up a tutor classroom (at least one tutor 
group has already started setting themselves quizzes). We want to look after you right up until you have 
secured a Next Step destination and beyond. Please use this forum to keep us in touch with what you are 
doing. 

   
Keep working, keep revising and stay focused on those subjects you have worked so hard in over the last 
few months. Don’t give up now whatever happens! Learning is a habit. Do not lose it!  
  
We hope to see you soon. Take care of yourselves. Take care of each other and follow the advice given.   
We are thinking of you and you have our respect for your commitment and your resilience. 
  
Stay healthy and stay focused on your future success.   
  
 
Very best wishes 
  
  

 
 
  
Mr Henman and the Sixth Form Team. 
 


