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Expectations in Music 

 
¶ Follow all instructions. 

¶ Always listen to the teacher. 

¶ Ask if you are unsure about what to do. 

¶ Do not plug in or use the keyboards without permission 

¶ Always write on music in pencil, when allowed. 

¶ Never use the DJ or Demo functions.  

¶ Do not drink around the keyboards 
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Units of work 
 

 Unit  Title  

Year 7 

1 Rhythm 

2 Pitch (How to read music)  

3 The Orchestra and Musical Theatre  

Year 8 

4 Music History  

5 Blues  Music Performance  

6 World Mus ic 

Year 9 

7 
Film Music  

 

8 Popular Song Performance  

9 Song Writing  

 
 
 
 
 

The Keyboard. 
 

   C# D#      F#  G# A#      C#  D#      F#  G# A# 
   Db Eb      Gb Ab Bb            Db Eb       Gb Ab Bb 

 C  D E  F  G  A  B  C  D  E F  G  A  B  C 
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KS3 Learning Journey: 
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KS3 Assessment Criteria 

 
 

AO1 -  Composing 
Create & develop ideas. 

AO2 -  Performing 
Apply theatrical skills in 

performance. 

AO4 - Evaluating 
Analyse & evaluate 

their own work & that of 
others. 

E
x
c
e
p

ti
o

n
a
l 

A productive musician is very 
committed to the music 
keeping the working 
atmosphere positive and 
productive. Own compositions 
are brilliantly written or 
showing outstanding 
confidence & creativity using 
the musical elements. Has 
complete control over musical 
techniques, using them with 
original/impressive results. 
Outstanding interpretation of 
the genre. 

Is completely committed to the 
roles they play in performance. 
Performances are delivered 
faultlessly, with creative and 
confident stylistic features. Has 
complete control over the skills 
needed to perform entirely 
convincing pieces. 
 
 

Can respond to questions 
and feedback in class 
with perceptive 
comments whilst 
challenging ideas. Makes 
structured suggestions 
for improvement, 
reflecting on skills and 
end result throughout. 
 

A
d

v
a
n

c
e
d

 Contributes musical ideas very 
well to their group showing 
good leadership skills. Their 
own compositions are 
confidently planned and 
developed. Can recognise and 
use a variety of musical 
techniques with confidence 
and stylistic features. 

Can consistently stay in time 
for the whole of a performance. 
Parts are performed without 
limited mistakes. Can perform 
a variety of convincing styles 
with confidence. 

Can respond to questions 
and feedback in class 
intelligently with 
thoughtful and positive 
analysis. Makes detailed 
suggestions for 
improvement, reflecting 
consistently. 

S
e
c
u

re
 

Makes positive contributions to 
a group, sharing ideas & 
showing some leadership.  
Their own compositions are 
beginning to show 
development using musical 
devices. Can recognise & use 
music techniques with growing 
confidence and style 

Can stay in time for most of the 
performance with few rhythmic 
and notation mistakes. Any 
parts learnt are delivered with 
occasional reminders. Can 
perform with confidence. 

With some 
encouragement, they can 
respond to questions and 
feedback in class with 
comments that show 
some reflective thought.  
Makes suggestions for 
improvement with some 
reflection. 

D
e
v

e
lo

p
in

g
 

Will be more comfortable being 
led by others in a group 
situation. Their own 
compositions use simple and 
basic musical concepts. Can 
use basic music techniques 
with some success. 
 
 

Can stay in a time for some of 
the performance, struggling to 
maintain consistency 
throughout the performance. 
Struggle to remember the 
required elements, rhythm / 
notation / steady beats or stay 
focused. Can choose some 
appropriate stylistic features 
but with inaccuracies in areas. 

Can respond to questions 
with simple and basic 
statements. Makes 
simple and basic 
suggestions for 
improvement. 
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Year 9 Homework Tasks 
 
Each term you will need to complete a homework task. This will need to be 
submitted at the half way point in the term 
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https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/clipart-music-music-clip-art-1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/country-music-clipart&docid=Bboc5sU0SPGVmM&tbnid=7coLhiI2hHxBBM:&vet=10ahUKEwj3n6Ons5XVAhWsKcAKHciZDgsQMwioAigoMCg..i&w=500&h=325&safe=strict&bih=651&biw=1366&q=music%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwj3n6Ons5XVAhWsKcAKHciZDgsQMwioAigoMCg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Unit 7: 
Film Music 

 
The focus of this unit is to compose a piece of music to a clip of film. You will be 
expected to ensure that you include the following in your pieces 

¶ Steady beat 

¶ Melody 

¶ Chord accompaniment 

¶ Sound effects 

¶ Timings which fit the film. 

 

Question Extract 1 Extract 2 

What instruments 
can you hear? 

 
 
 
 

 

Why do you think the 
composer chose 
these timbres? 

 
 
 
 

 

What genre of film 
would you think this 
music comes from? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Why? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Describe the 
atmosphere/mood of 
the music. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Describe what you 
imagine to be 
happening on the 
screen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

How does the 
composer achieve 
this through the 
music? 
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Practical 
Below are some film leitmotifs you will recognise ï rehearse them to 
perform 
 
 
Harry Potter Leitmotif 
 

 
Batman Leitmotif 1 

 
 
Batman Leitmotif 2 
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Star Wars Leitmotif 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

RED 
(What is missing) 

AMBER 
(What needs improving) 

GREEN 
(What is going well) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment task: 
 
For your assessment you will be producing a piece of music to fit a film clip. You will need to 
create a story board of the clip and explain your musical choices for each scene.  
 
You will need to include the following elements in your composition. 

¶ Leitmotif 

¶ Beat 

¶ Bass line 

¶ Chords 

¶  
Think Carefully about the dynamics (volume) and the textures (Layers of Sound) as you put your 
piece together,  
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Your  musical notes. 
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DIRT  (dedicated improvement and reflection time) 
Please take time to reflect and note down how you improved your understanding of 
film music for your final assessment. 

 
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Assessment: 

 
Target 
Level________ 

Grade Teacher Feedback and Student 
Response 

Peer/Self-
Assessment  

A
u

tu
m

n
 T

e
rm

 

Student Target 
Contact 
 
1) 
2) 
3) 
 
Date: 

  WWW: 
 
 
 
EBI: 

Peer Assessment: 
Name of students in the group you are 
watching_______________________________ 
WWW: 
 
 
 
EBI: 
 
 
 
Feedback from peers about your performance: 
WWW: 
 
 
 
EBI: 
 
 
 
Targets you will set yourself for next lesson (these should relate to the choreography 

skills): 
1) 
2) 
3) 

 

 

Key Words: 
Leitmotif, Timing, Accuracy, rhythm, pitch, dynamics,  . 
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Unit 8: 
Popular Song Performance 

 
 
Many popular songs have been created from 4 chords ï in particular C, F, G, Am   
 

 
 
When you create a chord the first note is the name of the chord you then use a pattern of play it, 
miss it, play it, miss it, play it. 
 
Now work out what the notes would be for the following chords 
 

C =   ______ ______  _______ 
 
F =    ______ ______  _______ 
 
G =  ______ ______  _______ 
 
Am = ______ ______  _______ 
 
 
 
 

Performance Task: 
 
Chosen piece is:  _______________________________ 
 
By____________________________________________ 
 
Tasks: 
 
Task 1: Learn the BASS LINE  
 
Task 2 Perform the bass line with the correct rhythm and keep a steady beat 
 

A CHORD is made up of three notes. These notes can be used to create HARMONY 
  
These chords repeat like the BASS LINE, for the duration of the song. 
 
You can either hold them down for 4 beats or perform them with a rhythm. 
 
The little ómô after the capital letter means a MINOR chord ï sad sound. 
 
A capital letter on its own means a MAJOR sound ï Happy sound 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=musical+images&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=5qZAVNxfO-dASM&tbnid=8yS68HDYraOVrM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://waktattoos.com/id27451/notes-noted-musical-image-vector-clip-art-online-550x500-pixel.html&ei=Kuo6Ut7hIMa1hAer2YD4DQ&psig=AFQjCNEuh9nw0-_KOZTYPiTp71af2vxQ9A&ust=1379679128585978
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Task 3 Learn the MELODY this is the melody used for the verses 
 

Each time we here it the notes stay the same but the WORDS change. 
 
Task 4 Perform with correct rhythm and keep a steady beat 
 
Task 5 Put the BASS LINE and MELODY together either on your own OR with a partner.  

The melody should be played with your right hand, the bass with your left.  
 
Task 6 Try to include the CHORDS  
 
 
Task 7 Ask your teacher for the full song so that you can now learn the chorus and perform 

the piece with the correct STRUCTURE. 
 
Extension 

¶ Learn to play another popular song from the list below 

¶ Emilie Sande ï Next to me 

¶ Ed Sheen ï Thinking out loud 

¶ Coldplay ï Viva la Vida 

¶ Cello Green ï Forget you 
 
 
 
 

RED 
(What is missing) 

AMBER 
(What needs improving) 

GREEN 
(What is going well) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 
 



16 

 

DIRT  (dedicated improvement and reflection time) 
Please take time to reflect and note down how you improved your understanding of 
popular song performance for your final assessment. 

 
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



17 

 

Assessment: 
 

Target 
Level________ 

Grade Teacher Feedback and Student 
Response 

Peer/Self-
Assessment  

A
u

tu
m

n
 T

e
rm

 

Student Target 
Contact 
 
1) 
2) 
3) 
 
Date: 

  WWW: 
 
 
 
EBI: 

Peer Assessment: 
Name of students in the group you are 
watching_______________________________ 
WWW: 
 
 
 
EBI: 
 
 
 
Feedback from peers about your performance: 
WWW: 
 
 
 
EBI: 
 
 
 
Targets you will set yourself for next lesson (these should relate to the choreography 

skills): 
1) 
2) 
3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Words: 
Bass line, Chords, Melody, Instruments, texture, structure, verse, 
chorus, middle 8, instrumental, coda, intro, Dynamics, tempo. 
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Unit 9:  
Song Composition 

 
What constitutes a good song?  
 
...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................... 

Reflecting on your own music tastes. Describe what makes a good song in your opinion.  
 

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................... 

Listen to your favourite song.     
            

Artist:éééééééééééééééééé Title:ééééééé.ééééééééééé.  
 
Explain why this is your favourite song. What makes it good? What do you really love 
about it? Present an argument to explain why it is the best song ever.  
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................  

 
My Group: éééééééééééééé  
 
As a newly formed music group you need to give yourself a catchy and inspirational 
name. In your group you need to discuss a suitable name for your group. Scribble your 
ideas below on the board. Your name must make sense and be fun yet memorable. Write 
your chosen name above.       
  
Who is in your group: Write down your group members below and identify their role and 
responsibilities within the ensemble and composition process.   
 
Name:ééééééééééééé..ééé. Instrument:ééééééééééééééé. 

Name:ééééééééééééééééé Instrument:ééééééééééééééé. 

Name:ééééééééééééééééé Instrument:ééééééééééééééé. 

Name:ééééééééééééééééé Instrument:ééééééééééééééé.  
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Think about 3 topics/subject you could write your song about.  

1ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 

2ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 

3ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..        

 
Which topic have you chosen? and why?.................................................................................. 

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................... 

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................     

RED 
(What is missing) 

AMBER 
(What needs improving) 

GREEN 
(What is going well) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

Your Song 
 

Use the table to show your final lyrics, chords and basslines which you have composed for each 
section of your song. 
It is important for you to record and show all aspects of your song so that you are able to 
continue the work even when someone is absent from lessons. 

 

Intro This is the introduction to the song, it contains the songs primary riff which grabs the 

audience attention. A recommended length is approximately 4 ï 8 bars.  

 
 
 
 

Verse The verse is the section in which you introduce the theme/subject of the song and set 

the song up.    
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Bridge The bridge connects the verse to the chorus, it usually contains a change of chord 

progression to make it sound different from the verse.  

 
 
 
 

Chorus This is the section where you really hit home the theme/subject of your song. In the 

chorus, composers include the infamous óhookô which allows your song to be instantly 
recognised.  

 
 
 
 

Verse  

 
 
 
 
 

Bridge  

 
 
 
 

Chorus  

 
 
 
 
 

Middle 8 The middle 8 is the part of the song in which the singing stops and the instruments 

get to shine.  

 
 
 
 

Chorus The final chorus is usually louder and bigger than the rest with added texture and 

loud singing filled with passion and emotion.  

 
 
 
 

Coda The coda is the óOutroô of a piece of music. Simple songs just fade out to silence, 
whereas others play a specific chord progression and end on a cadential passage 
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DIRT  (dedicated improvement and reflection time) 
Please take time to reflect and note down how you improved your understanding of 
song writing for your final assessment. 

 
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Assessment: 

 
Target 
Level________ 

Grade Teacher Feedback and Student 
Response 

Peer/Self-
Assessment  

A
u

tu
m

n
 T

e
rm

 

Student Target 
Contact 
 
1) 
2) 
3) 
 
Date: 

  WWW: 
 
 
 
EBI: 

Peer Assessment: 
Name of students in the group you are 
watching_______________________________ 
WWW: 
 
 
 
EBI: 
 
 
 
Feedback from peers about your performance: 
WWW: 
 
 
 
EBI: 
 
 
 
Targets you will set yourself for next lesson (these should relate to the choreography 

skills): 
1) 
2) 
3) 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Words: 
Bass line, Chords, Melody, Instruments, texture, structure, verse, 
chorus, middle 8, instrumental, coda, intro, Dynamics, tempo. 
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Cover Lesson 1  

 

 

Imagine your town is to host a major Rock Music Festival during next year. 
You are helping to promote the concert, which will be filmed for TV 

 

1 TASK ONE 
¶ Design a Poster which will attract young people to the festival 

¶ You decide which bands/solo artists will be featured 

¶ The concert dates are 26th 27th and 28th August 

¶ You decide ticket prices, and any other information to go on the poster. Make it bold and 
impressive 

2 TASK TWO 
¶ Prepare an interview with one of the festival promoters for Local Radio. 

¶ Write out the questions and the answers. Try to make it lively, funny as well as 
informative. 

3 TASK THREE 

¶ Design a quiz, which can be completed by the public, with prizes of tickets for the one, 
two or all three nights of the festival. 

¶ The quiz needs to be made into a leaflet which people can hand in. 

¶ The theme will be about current rock and pop music  On a separate sheet (or on the 
back) please provide the answers 

4   TASK FOUR 
¶ Write out your proposed event management of the day leading up to and running the 

concert in the evening. 
 

For example: 
6am Begin prep of stage and lights 
7am Arrange for catering to be given to the road crew 
... 
... 
3pm Sound Check the band 
4pm press photos etc.... 

 

5   TASK FIVE: 

¶ Draw a map of the venue identifying where the exits are, stage, food, drink, toilets, sound 
equipment, speakers, ticket office and anything else you think is important. 
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Cover Lesson 2 
My CD 

 

Task 1 
 
Write down a list of your top 10 favourite band/artist/solo singers. 
 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

 

Task 2 
 
Design a CD Cover for a band/artist/solo singer of your choice. Use the list above to help you 
decide. 
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