
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
24th April 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students 
 
I hope that you are all keeping well and were able to relax in some way over the Easter Break. It is good to 
see so many of you getting to grips with Google Classroom and independent learning in general. Some 
student interactions, in Tutor groups in particular, have brought a smile to my face and have really 
reassured me that we are still very much a Budmouth Sixth Form community. 
 
As Mr Cavill mentioned in his letter dated 21st April we sent out a Google Form to parents/carers, students 
and staff recently to ask for your feedback on what is going well with Google Classroom and what could be 
improved. Analysing Sixth Form related comments has been very interesting. There were, of course, a 
range of views reflecting how, now more than ever, our individual circumstances are different from each 
other’s, but here are the key messages for Sixth Form: 
 
We have always said to the students that they should be doing a minimum of "an hour on and an hour off" 
to keep up with Level 3 study. By that we mean supplementing an hour in class with an hour of their own 
learning. I think this still works as a guide to how long they should be working per week now: 8 hours per 
subject, students should be doing 24-30 hours per week as a minimum. Of the 57 survey responders 27 
said they were only working between 1-2 hours per day. We need to be mindful of this going forward. Full 
time students need to be working at least 24 hours a week if they are not to fall behind. Survey responses 
asked for varied tasks and deadlines, as much feedback as possible and a focus on exam style questions. 
So staff have been asked to focus on the following: 
 

 Fine tuning the frequency, volume and deadlines of tasks being set. If the teaching of a subject is 
shared, staff have been asked to coordinate tasks so that the students are expected to work for 
at least 8 hours a week on that subject, but with varied deadlines.  

 Teacher feedback through Google Classroom to students, acknowledging their work and giving 
them praise/tips on how to improve. 

 Involving students in some form of feedback at least once a fortnight. 
 Providing a variety of tasks and learning opportunities, including regular practise at exam style 

questions. 
 To keep Year 13 engaged as far as possible with their learning; they may wish to take an exam in 

the subject in the Autumn term. We do not want the last time that they are engaged to be March, if 
they expect exam success in October! 

 
I really understand, both as a parent and as Director of Sixth Form, the frustration that Year 13s are feeling 
at the moment. Having goalposts not just moved, but taken away to be replaced by something else, is 
understandably demotivating. However, opportunities may well arise from the present situation; whether it 
be more availability of places at university or more than one opportunity to optimise Level 3 grades. It is 
important to remain busy and upbeat in order to take opportunities if and when they arise. We are here to 
support students with their questions. The following link is a useful one if you have not seen it already: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/878869/
Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-
_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents_UPDATED_09APR2020.pdf 
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Hopefully, we will all be back together soon, but in the meantime, Baron Miles, Director, Careers 
bmiles@budmouth-aspirations.org; Marcel Ciantar, Director, Centre of Excellence mciantar@budmouth-

aspirations.org and Sally Baker our Careers Advisor careershub@budmouth-aspirations.org are available 
to all Year 12, 13 and 14 students. They would be delighted to hear from you. 
 
For your information, Channel Talent is setting up various webinars to connect to university departments 
across the UK. They are using Facebook live to broadcast insights into university life, deeper examination 
of courses and to help students think about their next steps. So far they have broadcast about Biomedicine, 
Climate Change and Experimental Psychology. Coming up soon is a webinar on Classics (for students 
interested in History, Literature, Politics and Philosophy) and Modern Languages. Additionally, they are 
inviting a number of universities to attend online Open Days in the following areas: 

 13 May  13.00-15.00 - Arts & Humanities 
 20 May  13.00-15.00 - Medicine & Health 
 27 May  13.00-15.00 - Social Sciences 
 3 June   13.00-15.00 - Science & Engineering 
 10 June 13.00-15.00 - Management/Business 

More details will follow via email links direct to student accounts. Other universities are opening up some of 
their online resources to students, for example, Education through Regional Resources Wales are offering 
the following distance learning resources:  
https://t.co/18Jj698LtA(https://twitter.com/ErwCymru/status/1252219441514979328?s=03). 
 
To support Budmouth’s own Next Step process we have just set up a Next Step 2021 Google Classroom 
for Year 12.  Just a reminder that you too have access to everything on the UNIFROG website. 
 
I’ll leave you with another thing that made me smile; one anonymous quote from our Google Classroom 
survey:  
 
"Yeah working at home is really hard, it’s very loud in my house and it’s very distracting, I’ll never talk bad 
about having to go to school ever again”.  
 
If you have any 6th Form queries, please do not hesitate to contact me and thank you for your support.  
 
Look after each other. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mark Henman  
Director of Budmouth Sixth Form 
email: mhenman@budmouth-aspirations.org  
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