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YEAR 12 & 13 GERMAN 
ORGANISING YOUR FILE 

 
A well organised file is the key to success at A Level. If you keep to these guidelines you will have                     
no difficulty in keeping yourself prepared for lessons and keeping up with what is expected of you. 
 
✔ When you are given handouts, please ensure that they are filed in the appropriate section               

of your folder. If you miss a lesson for any reason, it is your responsibility to get a copy of                    
anything handed out, and to complete the tasks missed. 

✔ It is essential that you bring your text book and current topic notes to every lesson – there                  
will be requests during the year for you to bring your full German folder in for checks. 

✔ It is your responsibility to take good care of the text books you are given. They must be                  
returned to school at the end of the course in the same state that they were given to you, so                    
you may wish to cover them.  

✔ If you wish, you can purchase the text book for £24 and can then make notes directly in it.                   
We recommend that you purchase a good bilingual dictionary (e.g. Collins), the workbook             
(£6.50) and the grammar workbook (£10 approx.) In general, you will need the AS / AL                
AQA book for every topic lesson, and the grammar and vocabulary books can be used at                
home, to supplement your class work. 

✔ Use your private study time to develop your independent study skills (not just to complete               
homework!). Use online resources such as Kerboodle for explicit exam practice, or for more              
general information read German newspapers or blogs.  

 

o My Kerboodle Log-in: ____________________ 

o My Kerboodle Password: __________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please label your file dividers with the following topic headings:- 
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I) Social issues and trends 
 
      3.1.1 Aspects of German-speaking society 

  
● The changing state of the family (Familie im Wandel) 

o Beziehungen innerhalb der Familie 
o Partnerschaft und Ehe 
o Verschiedene Familienformen 

 
● The digital world (Die digitale Welt) 

o Das Internet 
o Soziale Netzwerke 
o Die Digitalisierung der Gesellschaft 

 
● Youth culture: fashion and trends, music, television (Jugendkultur: Mode, Musik und           

Fernsehen) 
o Mode und Image 
o Die Bedeutung der Musik für Jugendliche 
o Die Rolle des Fernsehens 

 
 

 
      II) Artistic culture in the German-speaking world  

 
● Festivals and traditions (Feste und Traditionen) 

o Feste und Traditionen – ihre Wurzeln und Ursprünge 

o Feste und Traditionen – ihre soziale und wirtschaftliche Bedeutung heute 

o Vielfältige Feste und Traditionen in verschiedenen Regionen 

● Art and architecture (Kunst und Architektur) 

o Künstler und Architekten 

o Kunst und Architektur im Alltag 

o Kunst und Architektur – Vergangenheit, Gegenwart, Zukunft 

● Cultural life in Berlin, past and present (Das Berliner Kulturleben damals und heute) 

o Berlin – geprägt durch seine Geschichte 

o Theater, Musik und Museen in Berlin 

o Die Vielfalt innerhalb der Bevölkerung Berlins 

 

 

 

3.1.2 Multiculturalism in German-speaking society  
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Students may study all the sub-themes in relation to any German-speaking country or countries. 

● Immigration (Einwanderung) 

o Die Gründe für Migration 

o Vor- und Nachteile der Einwanderung  

o Migrationspolitik 

● Integration (Integration) 

o Maßnahmen zur Integration 

o Hindernisse für die Integration 

o Die Erfahrungen verschiedener Migrantengruppen 

● Racism (Rassismus) 

o Die Opfer des Rassismus  

o Die Ursprünge des Rassismus 

o Der Kampf gegen Rassismus  

3.2.2 Aspects of political life in the German-speaking world  
Students may study Politics and youth in relation to any German-speaking country or countries. Students must study the 
sub-themes Germany and the EU and German re-unification and its consequences in relation to Germany. 

● Germany and the European Union (Deutschland und die Europaïsche Union) 
o Die Rolle Deutschlands in Europa 
o Vor- und Nachteile der EU für Deutschland 
o Die Auswirkungen der EU-Erweiterung auf Deutschland 
● Politics and youth (Die Politik und die Jugend) 
o Politisches Engagement Jugendlicher 
o Schwerpunkte der Jugendpolitik 
o Werte und Ideale 
● German re-unification and its consequences (Die Wiedervereinigung und ihre Folgen) 
o Friedliche Revolution in der DDR 
o Die Wiedervereinigung – Wunsch und Wirklichkeit 
o Alte und neue Bundesländer – Kultur und Identität 
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III) Literary texts and films 
 
Texts  

● Heinrich Böll Die verlorene Ehre der Katharina Blum 

● Bertolt Brecht Mutter Courage und ihre Kinder 

● Friedrich Dürrenmatt Der Besuch der alten Dame 

● Max Frisch Andorra 

● Heinrich Heine Gedichte ï Buch der Lieder 

● Jana Hensel Zonenkinder 

● Franz Kafka Die Verwandlung 

● Wladimir Kaminer Russendisko 

● Siegfried Lenz Fundb¿ro 

● Bernhard Schlink Der Vorleser 

Films  

● Good bye, Lenin! Wolfgang Becker (2003) 

● Das Leben der Anderen Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck (2006) 

● Die fetten Jahre sind vorbei Hans Weingartner (2005) 

● Almanya ï Willkommen in Deutschland Yasemin Samdereli (2011) 

● Sophie Scholl ï Die letzten Tage Marc Rothemund (2005) 

● Lola rennt Tom Tykwer (1998) 
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Assessment:Exam Papers  

A Level candidates will sit 3 papers at the end of Yr 13. 

Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing  2 hours 30 mins, 100 marks – 50% of A-Level 

Paper 2: Writing                                     2 hours, 80 marks – 20% of A-Level 

Paper 3: Speaking                                16-18 mins + 5mins prep. Time, 60 marks – 30% of A-Level 

 
Assessments 

Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing 
What's assessed 

Aspects of German-speaking society 
Artistic culture in the German-speaking world 
Multiculturalism in German-speaking society 
Aspects of political life in German-speaking society 
Grammar 
How it's assessed 

Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 
100 marks 
50% of A-level 
Questions 

Listening and responding to spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources covering different registers and adapted 
as necessary. Material will include complex factual and abstract content and questions will target main points, gist and detail. 
Studio recordings will be used and students will have individual control of the recording. 
All questions are in German, to be answered with non-verbal responses or in German (30 marks) 

Reading and responding to a variety of texts written for different purposes, drawn from a range of authentic sources and 
adapted as necessary. Material will include complex factual and abstract content and questions will target main points, gist 
and detail. 
All questions are in German, to be answered with non-verbal responses or in German (50 marks) 

Translation into English; a passage of minimum 100 words (10 marks) 

Translation into German; a passage of minimum 100 words (10 marks). 
No access to a dictionary during the assessment. 

 

 
 
 

Paper 2: Writing 
What's assessed 
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One text and one film or two texts from the list set in the specification 
Grammar 
How it's assessed 

Written exam: 2 hours 
80 marks in total 
20% of A-level 
Questions 

Either one question in German on a set text from a choice of two questions and one question in German on a set film from a 
choice of two questions or two questions in German on set texts from a choice of two questions on each text. 
All questions will require a critical appreciation of the concepts and issues covered in the work and a critical and analytical 
response to features such as the form and the technique of presentation, as appropriate to the work studied (eg the effect of 
narrative voice in a prose text or camera work in a film). 
No access to texts or films during the assessment. 

No access to a dictionary during the assessment. 

Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per essay. 

 

Paper 3: Speaking 
What's assessed 

Individual research project 
One of four themes (Aspects of German-speaking society or Artistic culture in the German-speaking world or Multiculturalism 
in German-speaking society or Aspects of political life in German-speaking society) 
How it's assessed 

Oral exam: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation time) 
60 marks in total 
30% of A-level 
Questions 

Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion based on a stimulus card (5–6 minutes). The student studies the card for 5 
minutes at the start of the test (25 marks). 
Presentation (2 minutes) and discussion (9–10 minutes) of individual research project (35 marks). 
No access to a dictionary during the assessment (including 5 minutes preparation).  
Students may take the assessment only once before certification. 

Assessments will be conducted by either the centre or a visiting examiner and marked by an AQA examiner. 
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More specific information and guidance relating to the different 

exams 
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing 
Duration: 2 hours 30 minutes; total raw mark: 100 

Listening and responding 

Students will listen to spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources, covering different registers and types. The 
content of the passages will be based on the themes and sub-themes in this specification.  

Questions will target main points, gist and detail and will require either non-verbal responses or responses in German. 
Questions will include the need to infer meaning and will include abstract material such as opinions, views, emotional 
reactions and personal experiences. 

For one question students will need to summarise in German what they have understood from the passage they have heard 
and marks will be awarded for the quality of German used. Students must write in full sentences and use their own words as 
far as possible in this question. 

In the remaining questions requiring a response in German, students should give only the information required by the 
question. 

Across the passages for listening, reference will be made to at least two German-speaking countries other than Germany. 

At least one passage will involve more than one speaker. Passages will be studio recorded and recordings provided to 
schools and colleges. Students will have individual control of the recording. 

Reading and responding 

Students will read a range of stimulus texts adapted from authentic sources, including online sources. Texts will include 
contemporary and historical material and will cover non-fiction and literary fiction and/or material based on literature. The 
content of the stimulus texts will be based on the themes and sub-themes in this specification, except in the case of literary 
texts where the content may fall outside of these themes and sub-themes. 

Questions will target main points, gist and detail and will require either non-verbal responses or responses in German. 
Questions will include the need to infer meaning and will include abstract material such as opinions, views, emotional 
reactions and personal experiences. 

For one question students will need to summarise in German what they have understood from the stimulus text they have 
read and marks will be awarded for the quality of German used. Students must write in full sentences and use their own 
words as far as possible in this question. 

For the remaining questions requiring a response in German, students should give only the information required by the 
question. 

Across the stimulus texts for reading, reference will be made to at least one German-speaking country other than Germany. 

 

Assessment 

In questions requiring a summary, the marks for content (AO1 or AO2) and language (AO3) are awarded independently. 

Long summaries will be marked for content (AO1 or AO2) or language (AO3) until the first natural break (usually the end of a 
sentence or main clause) between 90 and 100 words. Short summaries are not subject to an automatic penalty but in 
practice are unlikely to include all the required content points and will therefore be self-penalising. 

The AO1 or AO2 mark is awarded for content points which contain the required information regardless of whether those 
points are expressed in the student’s own words, or are partly or wholly lifted from the recording or text. However, no AO1 or 
AO2 mark will be awarded for a content point where the student includes irrelevant material or copies inappropriately from 
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the stimulus, eg by ‘lifting’ an element from the original which does not match the phrasing of the bullet point. Examples of 
this are in the specimen mark scheme. ‘Lifted’ language will not be eligible for credit when the AO3 mark is awarded. 

In comprehension questions with no AO3 marks, where the natural answer to a question consists entirely or partly of words 
or phrases from the recording or text, students may use that material without rephrasing it. Minor spelling errors which do not 
distort the meaning will be tolerated. However, the AO1 or AO2 mark will not be awarded for a response in which the student 
includes irrelevant material or copies inappropriately from the stimulus, eg by ‘lifting’ an element from the original which does 
not match the phrasing of the question set. Examples of this are in the specimen mark scheme. 

Translation 

Students will translate a passage of at least 100 words from German into English. The content will be based on the themes 
and sub-themes in this specification. 

Students will translate a passage of at least 100 words from English into German. The content will be based on the themes 
and sub-themes in this specification and students will be provided with a supporting text in German, giving them some of the 
vocabulary and structures which they will need for the translation. 

No dictionaries are allowed in this exam. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paper 2: Writing 
Duration: 2 hours; total raw mark: 80 

Students will answer an essay question in German for each of the two works they have studied (this can be a book and a 
film, or two books). Students will have a choice of question on each book/film. All questions will be in German and will 
require a critical and analytical response.  

Students will be advised to write approximately 300 words per essay. Everything that students write will be marked; there is 
no word limit. Students writing the recommended number of words will have access to the full range of marks. 

No dictionaries are allowed in this exam.  

Access to the books and films is not allowed in this exam. 

 

Examples of the type of tasks in the writing exam:- 

Play     Friedrich Dürrenmatt: der Besuch der alten Dame 

Either 

0 3 . 1 „Das Stück zeigt, dass man für Geld fast alles kaufen kann!“ Analysieren Sie diese 

Aussage. 

[40 marks] 

Or 
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0 3 . 2 Inwiefern spielen die Nebenfiguren eine bedeutende Rolle in dem Stück? 

[40 marks] 

 

Film     Good Bye, Lenin!: Wolfgang Becker (2003) 

Either 

1 1 . 1 Inwieweit sind die politischen und gesellschaftlichen Verhältnisse in der DDR zur Zeit 

der Wende von Bedeutung im Film? 

[40 marks] 

Or 

1 1 . 2 Welche Methoden benutzt der Regisseur, um seine Ziele zu erreichen? 

[40 marks] 

 

 

You will find a wide range of question papers, mark schemes, examiner commentaries, etc 
here:-https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/german-7662/assessment-resources 
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A2 Essay Writing Feedback                    Name :                                        Date:  
300 words 
Title :  
 
 
A03 Quality of language 

 
Mark 

 
Teacher comments/tips 

● The language produced is mainly accurate 
with only occasional minor errors 

● The student shows a consistently secure 
grasp of grammar and is able to manipulate 
complex language accurately 

● The student uses a wide range of 
vocabulary appropriate to the context and 
the task 
 

● The language produced is generally 
accurate, but there are some  minor errors 

● The student shows a generally good grasp 
of grammar and is often able to manipulate 
complex language accurately 

● The student uses a good range of 
vocabulary appropriate to the context and 
the task 

 
● The language produced is reasonably 

accurate, but there are a few serious errors 
● The student shows a reasonable grasp of 

grammar and is sometimes able to 
manipulate complex language accurately 

● The student uses a reasonable range of 
vocabulary appropriate to the context and 
the task 
 

● The language produced contains many 
errors 

● The student shows some grasp of grammar 
and is occasionally able to manipulate 
complex language accurately 

● The student uses a limited range of 
vocabulary appropriate to the context and 
the task 
 

● The language produces contains many 
errors of a basic nature 

● The student shows little grasp of grammar 
and is rarely able to manipulate complex 
language accurately 

● The student uses a very limited range of 
vocabulary appropriate to the context and 
the task 

 
 
The student produces nothing worthy of credit  

17-20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13-16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
0 
 

 

A04 Knowledge and Understanding Mark Teacher Comments / Tips 
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● Excellent critical and analytical 
response to the question set 

● Knowledge of the text or film is consistently 
accurate and detailed 

● Opinions, views and conclusions are 
consistently supported by relevant and 
appropriate evidence from the text or film 

● The essay demonstrates excellent 
evaluation of the issues, themes and the 
cultural and social contexts of the text or 
film studied 
 

● Good critical and analytical response to 
the question set 

● Knowledge of the text or film is usually 
accurate and detailed 

● Opinions, views and conclusions are 
usually supported by relevant and 
appropriate evidence from the text or film 

● The essay demonstrates good evaluation of 
the issues, themes and the cultural and 
social contexts of the text or film studied 
  

● Reasonable critical and analytical 
response to the question set 

● Knowledge of the text or film is sometimes 
accurate and detailed 

● Opinions, views and conclusions are 
sometimes supported by relevant and 
appropriate evidence from the text or film 

● The essay demonstrates reasonable 
evaluation of the issues, themes and the 
cultural and social contexts of the text or 
film studied 
 

● Limited critical and analytical response 
to the question set 

● Some knowledge of the text or film is 
demonstrated 

● Opinions, views and conclusions are 
occasionally supported by relevant and 
appropriate evidence from the text or film 

● The essay demonstrates limited evaluation 
of the issues, themes and the cultural and 
social contexts of the text or film studied 
 

● Very limited critical and analytical 
response to the question set 

● A little knowledge of the text or film is 
demonstrated 

● Opinions, views and conclusions are rarely 
supported by relevant and appropriate 
evidence from the text or film 

● The essay demonstrates very little 
evaluation of the issues, themes and the 
cultural and social contexts of the text or 
film studied 

 
The student produces nothing worthy of credit 
in response to the question 
 

17-20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13-16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
0 

 

 
Score :                    / 40 

  
Grade :  
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The Speaking Test 
Duration: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes supervised preparation time); total raw mark: 60 

The test will be in two parts. Part 1 will be the discussion of one sub-theme from those in this specification, lasting 5–6 
minutes, and Part 2 will be the presentation and discussion of the student’s individual research project.  

Part one 

In Part one, the teacher-examiner gives the student two cards, following the sequencing table provided as part of the 
assessment material and avoiding the topic of the student’s individual research project. Each card is based on a sub-theme 
and the two cards are drawn from different themes. The student chooses one of the two cards. 

The stimulus card will form the basis for the discussion. The content of each card will be based on one of the sub-themes in 
this specification. Cards will contain images, text and three questions. The teacher-examiner will ask the student the 
questions during the discussion.  

The student must ask the teacher-examiner two questions arising from the material on the card.  

To meet the requirement to ask questions, a student must seek information or an opinion. Asking for repetition or clarification 
will not meet the requirement. The student’s questions must contain a conjugated verb. Rephrasing or repetition of the 
printed questions will not meet the requirement. Sample questions are shown in the specimen mark scheme. 

Students may make notes during the 5 minute supervised preparation time and may make reference to these notes during 
the discussion of the sub-theme. The notes should be stored securely in the centre until results day. 

Part two  Individual Research project 

In Part two the student will present the findings of his or her research for up to two minutes. This will be followed by a 
discussion of the findings of the student’s research. Examples of the types of question the teacher-examiner will ask during 
the discussion of the project are included in the AS and A-level French, German and Spanish Instructions for the Conduct of 
Examinations at aqa.org.uk  . 

Students will provide in advance on the Research project form a list of headings to indicate the scope of their research and 
the sources used. Apart from the names of published sources, any headings must be in English. The teacher may help the 
student to complete the form. Students must use at least two sources and at least one of them must be an online source. 
Apart from the two required sources, any remaining sources and/or headings must not exceed 80 words. Sources could be 
visual, audio or written (in any combination) and must be capable of leading to findings that will form the basis of a 9–10 
minute discussion. 

Teachers are allowed to: 

● provide suggestions for the subject of students’ individual research 
● discuss, guide and advise students on their proposed project title (including language of the title) and the scope of the 

research 
● correct the language of the project title where necessary 
● give feedback to students on the extent to which their provisional titles will or will not meet the assessment criteria 
● suggest sources of reference, including but not limited to websites, books and magazines 
● provide support/guidance on research techniques, including how best to manage the storing and assimilation of knowledge 

and information that has been researched 
● provide guidance on planning and timescales, including deadlines or milestones according to which research outcomes can 

be monitored and checked 
● monitor students’ progress according to such deadlines or milestones 
● provide general advice on the type of language which students might use in the presentation and discussion. 

Teachers must not: 

● provide the student with material that they have designed specifically for the student’s project 
● download and give the student specific source materials or copied and pasted extracts 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level
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● provide specific advice on the language of the student’s presentation and discussion, apart from the language of the project 
title 

● give feedback orally or in writing on any written notes, drafts or preparatory work produced by the student for the 
presentation or discussion 

● give feedback orally or in writing on any oral practice presentation by the student, beyond informing the student if it exceeds 
2 minutes. 
General advice is defined as guidance which the teacher would include in the teaching and learning of the class and which 
would apply to all projects. Specific advice is defined as guidance which relates to a particular project and is tailored to an 
individual student or group of students. 

During the presentation and discussion of their research project, students may only have access to their completed 
Candidate Record form. No other notes are allowed. 

Speaking assessments will be conducted by either the school or college or a visiting examiner. All assessments must be 
recorded and a complete and unedited audio recording made available to AQA. 

All assessments will be assessed by an AQA examiner. 

A five-week window will be timetabled during April and May. All assessments must be conducted within this period. 

Teachers conducting the assessments can open the assessment material up to two working days before the assessment 
window opens in order to prepare for conducting the tests. 

Detailed instructions for the teacher will be issued before the test period. Online training materials will also be available to 
ensure that teachers are familiar with the requirements of the assessments. 

The confidentiality of the assessment materials must be strictly maintained before and during the period of the assessments. 

Access to dictionaries is not allowed at any time during the assessment or preparation time. 
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Example of a Stimulus Card 
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