
Eduqas A-Level Music
Assessment criteria for Component 2: Composition

AO2
Create and develop musical ideas with technical and expressive control and coherence

Band Creating Musical Ideas Developing Musical Ideas Technical and Expressive Control of
Musical Elements

4

10-12
marks

• Musical ideas are sophisticated
throughout
• The ideas are fully structured and
provide a secure foundation for the piece
• A mature and sophisticated response
to the chosen brief

• Thematic ideas are developed and organised
in a sophisticated manner
• A wide range of compositional techniques has
been used to produce a sophisticated outcome
• All selected musical elements have been
combined skilfully to produce a fully coherent
piece

• Demonstrates sophisticated and skilful
technical control of the musical elements
• Ideas are communicated with sophisticated
expressive control and musical understanding
• Demonstrates sophisticated control of the
chosen resources, including the use of music
technology where appropriate

3

7-9
marks

• Most musical ideas are effective
• The ideas are structured and provide
an appropriate foundation for the piece
• An appropriate response to the chosen
brief

• Thematic ideas are developed and organised
• A range of compositional techniques has been
used to produce an appropriate outcome
• Musical elements have been combined
appropriately to produce a coherent piece

• Demonstrates appropriate technical control
of the musical elements
• Ideas are communicated with expressive
control and musical understanding
• Demonstrates appropriate control of the
chosen resources, including the use of music
technology where appropriate

2

4-6
marks

• Musical ideas are inconsistent
• The ideas are partially structured and
provide an inconsistent foundation for
the piece
• An inconsistent response to the chosen
brief

• Thematic ideas are developed and organised
in an inconsistent way
• Some compositional techniques have been
used to produce an inconsistent outcome
• Some musical elements have been combined
inconsistently to produce a partially coherent
piece

• Demonstrates inconsistent technical control
of the musical elements
• Ideas are communicated inconsistently with
some expressive control and musical
understanding
• Demonstrates inconsistent control of the
chosen resources, including the use of music
technology where appropriate

1

1-3

• Ideas are basic
• The ideas lack structure and offer a
limited foundation for the piece

• Thematic ideas lack development and
organisation is limited
• Few compositional techniques have been used

• Demonstrates limited technical control of the
musical elements
• Ideas are communicated with limited



marks • A simplistic and limited response to the
chosen brief

to produce a simple and repetitive outcome
• Few musical elements have been used
effectively to produce a piece which lacks a
sense of coherence

expressive control and musical understanding
• Demonstrates limited control of the chosen
resources, including the use of music
technology where appropriate

0

0
marks

• There is no evidence of creativity, or
convincing musical content

• There is no evidence of musical development,
or any sense of stylistic coherence

• There is no evidence of technical or
expressive control


