
Week Specification content TEACHING MATERIALS/LEARNING
OUTCOMES

RELATED OWN LEARNING COMMON ASSESSMENTS

Introduction. Background to and
overview of The Cold War,
1941–91

Key topic 1.1 Early tension
between East and West
● The Grand Alliance. The

outcomes of the Tehran,
Yalta and Potsdam
conferences.

● The ideological differences
between the superpowers
and the attitudes of Stalin,
Truman and Churchill.

● The impact on US-Soviet
relations of the
development of the atomic
bomb, the Long and
Novikov telegrams and the
creation of Soviet satellite
states in Eastern Europe.

Lesson 1: 1. Introduction to the Cold
War: The Grand Alliance and Ideologies
students to record key features of the
Cold War and understand an overview
Communism vs. Capitalism
Students to record key features of
communism vs. capitalism and to be
able to explain the differences between
them
Students to understand the historical
context of WW1/2 and relations between
Germany/Russia/USA

Lesson 2: Why did tension develop at
wartime conferences:
Key Conferences
Students to be able to identify the
attitudes of Stalin/Truman/Churchill - a
‘who said what’
Students to record details of each of the
key conferences - key notes sheet -
Student knowledge of these conferences
to be tested

Lesson 3: Exam practice

Lesson 4: Why did the atomic bomb
damage US-USSR relations?
Students to record details of the events -
key notes sheet -
Student knowledge of these events to be
tested

Lesson 1 Preview:
1. Introduction to the Cold War: Own
Learning Preview 25 mins

Student Info Sheets

Lesson 2 Preview:
Conferences preview learning 10
mins

Student Info Sheets

Keywords 1: Origins

Student Info Sheets

2019 3 Explain two of the following:
• The importance of the Potsdam Conference for
early Cold War tension between  the USA and the
Soviet Union. (8)

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/169StMmHDQXyQHsdt1RNG680d9BbE16hWSqqNbssWKwA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/169StMmHDQXyQHsdt1RNG680d9BbE16hWSqqNbssWKwA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18ZhPO6NKhcOzUh9CtwelHeYh3SRhLDqGKE5bVlD_YVg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18ZhPO6NKhcOzUh9CtwelHeYh3SRhLDqGKE5bVlD_YVg/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wD_58-0-IbliZ9qH4FVQ0JjBsYqj9LQG/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1b_JHHnBid4p7ak4SzObRKg2XkwjVgCTyEtc6mmWQMwU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gIWeaq-KkuKVJNoNsf-n3VDX8b_BQl3vwavmQ8a8NRg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gIWeaq-KkuKVJNoNsf-n3VDX8b_BQl3vwavmQ8a8NRg/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wD_58-0-IbliZ9qH4FVQ0JjBsYqj9LQG/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1d-Lm6etxMIif9HOwyTp3Z7oo48T-6WcLr0kx9FmYVuI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1d-Lm6etxMIif9HOwyTp3Z7oo48T-6WcLr0kx9FmYVuI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16WK0k5ECYJd4HVLLBzhIL4rMnwQP-ZDiBjiS3J5rsO0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-_wu2EBZsIqTYz_5Cv0MwAvm0XVUMIEOET_Ln8jlP9E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-_wu2EBZsIqTYz_5Cv0MwAvm0XVUMIEOET_Ln8jlP9E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZhExFe2p3NNiBLynHelfHWxLwsGRIcxecrg8bHQmXjc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14Yn0uJjoAFtnVEfOd-MafE0vvI79l3HAljOEsczJs3s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19P4XoocE8nY81IlPNisjW6-HcdP_5AVi4Nt6d2OMOik/edit?usp=sharing


Lesson 5: The Telegrams
Students to record details of the events -
key notes sheet -
Student knowledge of these events to be
tested

Lesson 6: Churchill and the Iron Curtain
Students to record details of the events -
key notes sheet -
Student knowledge of these events to be
tested

Lesson 7: Soviet Expansionism
Students to record details of the events -
key notes sheet -
Student knowledge of these events to be
tested

Lesson 8: Recap - How far did early
tension begin to show in the breakdown
of the Grand Alliance?

Student Info Sheets

Student Info Sheets

Student Info Sheets

Student Info Sheets

Key topic 1.2 The development
of the Cold War
● The impact on US-Soviet

relations of the Truman
Doctrine and the Marshall
Plan, 1947.

● The significance of
Cominform (1947),
Comecon (1949) and the
formation of NATO (1949).

● Berlin: its division into
zones. The Berlin Crisis
(blockade and airlift) and
its impact. The formation
of the Federal Republic of

Lesson 9: Why did the Truman Doctrine
increase tension between the
Superpowers?

Lesson 10: How significant was the
Soviet response to the Truman Doctrine?

Lesson 11: What was the Berlin
blockade?

Lesson 12: What were the consequences
of the Berlin blockade?

SAMs 3 Explain two of the following:
• The importance of the Truman Doctrine (1947)
for the development of the Cold War. (8)

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Dtbx31EXApe2X0_C6EuO2igmsWgF0RsZqiM0-OOhC2I/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wD_58-0-IbliZ9qH4FVQ0JjBsYqj9LQG/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1YO-Nrqbak8s675w1_Jjb87tmXCmNCnSB0Npm0tcJEPw/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wD_58-0-IbliZ9qH4FVQ0JjBsYqj9LQG/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QaLwK9n1pJqUCjn8_eNQbYQy0kN6mId2ub9x4rm4lRk/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wD_58-0-IbliZ9qH4FVQ0JjBsYqj9LQG/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pcN1szsp1e80WlIzcW8SH2ZAoWGTFzt_fOcY6bUTMv0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pcN1szsp1e80WlIzcW8SH2ZAoWGTFzt_fOcY6bUTMv0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pcN1szsp1e80WlIzcW8SH2ZAoWGTFzt_fOcY6bUTMv0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18fKnzFZRDJ8obi-IHkroc-3npV41kXAu4SFnXNNIttQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NHdz4mQBeXFKw2HG0fWiF2xSJz2LiwB-Fg-a9YMSn6k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14H4uiowTXBhC92U40Z9eFGV_OuLeXxA9f3CdF2YI0ZM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19r7OZicdg1_-3cBesNlzDZQy1VkuAKLxIDOQQsZml18/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cRmbv7ejOwXcVUOU27SABTUK0GCWse8HGwSsKzUqLgQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cRmbv7ejOwXcVUOU27SABTUK0GCWse8HGwSsKzUqLgQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cRmbv7ejOwXcVUOU27SABTUK0GCWse8HGwSsKzUqLgQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1a8zCJuD7D89KFrpLCeyaupT9UuIku_HSU_ZM_j2yEmo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1a8zCJuD7D89KFrpLCeyaupT9UuIku_HSU_ZM_j2yEmo/edit?usp=sharing


Germany and German
Democratic Republic.

Lesson 13? How significant were events
in Asia for superpower relations?

Key topic 1.3 The Cold War
intensifies
● The significance of the

arms race and the
formation of the Warsaw
Pact.

● Events in 1956 leading to
the Hungarian Uprising,
and Khrushchev’s
response.

● The international reaction
to the Soviet invasion of
Hungary.

Lesson 14: The Arms Race

Lesson 15: Space race

Lesson 16: Hungarian challenge to
Communism

Lesson 17: The Hungarian Uprising

Lesson 18: Exam practice

2019 2 Write a narrative account analysing the
key events of the Hungarian Uprising in 1956.
(8)
You may use the following in your answer:
• Imre Nagy
• Soviet tanks
You must also use information of your own.

● Key topics 2.1-2.3 Cold
War crises, 1958–70
(Berlin, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia)

● The refugee problem in
Berlin, Khrushchev’s Berlin
ultimatum (1958), and the
summit meetings of
1959–61.

● The construction of the
Berlin Wall, 1961.

● Impact of the construction
of the Berlin Wall on
US-Soviet relations.
Kennedy’s visit to Berlin in
1963.

● Soviet relations with Cuba,
the Cuban Revolution and
the refusal of the USA to
recognise Castro’s
government. The
significance of the Bay of
Pigs incident.

● The events of the Cuban
Missile Crisis.

Lesson 19: Why did the Cold War
intensify 1950-58?

Lesson 20: Berlin Wall

Lesson 21: Consequences of the Berlin
Wall

Lesson 22: Cuban revolution

Lesson 23: Exam Practice

Lesson 24: How was the Cuban Missile
Crisis resolved?

Lesson 25: Exam practice

Keywords 2: Crises

2019 1 Explain two consequences of the Cuban
Revolution. (8)

2020 2 Write a narrative account analysing the
key events of the Cuban Missile Crisis (1962).
(8) You may use the following in your answer:
• nuclear missile sites in Cuba
• Kennedy’s television address
You must also use information of your own.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IXsocAgNjaeV_NQOHYGGKpeak6CUPSkhcdN2ma7yQMA/edit?usp=sharing


● The consequences of the
Cuban Missile Crisis: the
‘hotline’, the Limited Test
Ban Treaty 1963, the Outer
Space Treaty 1967, the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty 1968.

● Opposition in
Czechoslovakia to Soviet
control: the Prague Spring.

● The Brezhnev Doctrine and
the re-establishment of
Soviet control in
Czechoslovakia.

● International reaction to
Soviet measures in
Czechoslovakia.

Lesson 26: Causes and consequences of
the Prague Spring

Lesson 27: Exam practice

2018 3 Explain two of the following:
• The importance of the Brezhnev Doctrine for
the Soviet Union’s control of  Czechoslovakia. (8)

Key topic 3.1 Attempts to
reduce tension between East
and West
● Détente in the 1970s, SALT

1, Helsinki, SALT 2.
● The significance of Reagan

and Gorbachev’s changing
attitudes.

● Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’
and the
Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Force (INF) Treaty
1987.

Lesson 28: What was detente and why
did it happen?

Lesson 29: Why did detente not last?

Lesson 30: Why did Reagan’s policies
increase tension?

Keywords 3: End
SAMs 3 Explain two of the following:
• The importance of the Helsinki Agreements
(1975) for superpower relations. (8)

Key topic 3. 2 Flashpoints
● The significance of the

Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, the Carter
Doctrine and the Olympic
boycotts.

● Reagan and the ‘Second
Cold War’, the Strategic
Defence Initiative.

Lesson 31: Explore the enquiry

Lesson 32: Gorbachev reducing tension

2020 3 Explain two of the following:
• The importance of the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan (1979) for superpower  relations.
(8)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lnzVvEZXAvVBZHQ1vD-Ur4KeLzVwNGJ4gwekRIpwXwA/edit?usp=sharing


Key topic 3.3 The collapse of
Soviet control of Eastern
Europe
● The impact of Gorbachev’s

‘new thinking’ in Eastern
Europe: the loosening
Soviet grip on Eastern
Europe.

● The significance of the fall
of the Berlin Wall.

● The collapse of the Soviet
Union and its significance
in bringing about the end
of the Warsaw Pact.

Lesson 33: Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe

Lesson 34: Fall of the Berlin Wall

Lesson 35: Why did the Cold War end?

2018 1 Explain TWO consequences of the fall of
the Berlin Wall (1989) (8)

● Review and assessment of
the Cold War, 1941–91.

Review Tasks:
Timeline
Key details for events
Consequences Recall
End of Cold War Recall

Revision Clock - origins
Revision Clock - crises
Revision Clock - end

Mock Exam Paper

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1lqdIBg65IJ7_5BnikMYBBBu_e4VTF7WFSazg7D6tuEE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rlJWgjw1Z5atFLszMbZNmzw99mpepEMdQPcVOLZSeDs/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14-xKzYktRMuo-MYUqcGZz3ZV4RT2w366/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1di6uJnfVNZ73gM-EQNYOYxIP1s_d-3k-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FMlFZB8BpRfudEgucwRmTFxfL_zkt7-j/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15A-O7VR_QBSSz8FxuCs7H_pfKgWEKuuY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k0m1VvZQAnzVRxBm0IYgbSKEp4OML2To/view?usp=sharing

