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All course info is available on the Budmouth 
Academy website. 

For further details you can also look on the 
AQA website or ask your teacher. 

GCSE Fine Art and 
Photography Exam Board



GCSE Fine Art and Photography 
Mock Exams - Year 11
You will complete a 10 week prep time followed by a single day to produce a final 
outcome.

Mock Exam Days

Fine Art: Tuesday 19th November 

Photography: Wednesday 20th November 

The mock exam work will be included in the students coursework Portfolio. It is a very 
important aspect as it should demonstrate the students independent ideas 
development.



GCSE ART & Photography Course Structure

60% coursework -  A sustained folder of coursework with supporting studies

 A range of mini projects built under the umbrella of real to unreal, to include portrait, 
still life, everyday objects etc 

Followed by a mock exam project in the autumn term of year 11.

40% external exam - 12 weeks prep plus 2 days making final outcome

An externally set exam consisting of a further project based on your choice of 
starting point from the exam paper 

Your choice of starting point from the exam paper.



Assessment 
Objectives



GCSE Art & Photography 
Intervention & Coursework Booster Sessions
Coursework Support - Every Lunchtime in E26

Boosters/Intervention - Tuesday, Wednesday and  Friday after 
school from 3-4.30pm in various rooms

Extra 1-1 tutorials are available by arrangement with any Art 
Teacher

Extra sessions for Photography in the darkroom and lighting studio 
can be booked through Mrs Cartwright or Mrs Allen



AUTUMN
SEP-DEC 2024
MOCK EXAM

● In the mock Exam preparation period, during this term, you will complete a 
project based on a past exam question. 

● You will then have a 5 hour exam day where you will make a final outcome. 
This will give you a mock grade for your report. 

● You will need to do as much preparation work as possible during this time so 
you can get maximum marks in each of the four assessment objectives. 

● The mock exam will be consumed into your coursework and is vital to 
show your independent development.

● Exam day Fine Art Tuesday November 19th 
● Exam day Photography Wednesday November 20th

SPRING
JAN - APR 2025
EXTERNALLY SET 
EXAM

● You will have 12 weeks to complete your exam preparation in a new 
sketchbook. 

● You will then take a 10 hour exam which will be over two days, where you 
will complete your final outcome. When you start the 10 hours you will no 
longer be able to take your preparation work for your exam home, It must 
remain in school from this date.

● Exam date April 1st and 2nd Fine Art 3rd and 4th Photography

SUMMER
FRIDAY 2nd MAY 
FINAL COURSEWORK 
HAND

● Following the exam you will have about 3 weeks to add to your coursework 
Portfolio. 

● Final Hand in for all Coursework will be Friday May 9th 2025. Any 
additional work must be added to the project by this date to allow for 
thorough marking and moderation

● Your work will be internally moderated and then you will be issued your RAW 
marks on Wednesday 21st May 2025.

● Marks will be submitted to the exam board for May 31st



Develop ideas: Research artworks from different eras and locations, and explore media techniques. 

Visit Galleries: Locally and further away and evidence it in your sketchbook 

Refine work: Experiment with media, materials, techniques, and processes. 
 
Record ideas: Keep a record of ideas, observations, and insights as your work progresses. 
 
Present a personal response: Present a meaningful response to your work. 
 
Be selective: Choose work that shows the journey of your project and presents your skills well. 
 
Annotate: Use phrases to explain your work, such as "This reminds me of..." or "I have used...". 
 
Understand the assessment objectives: Familiarize yourself for what evidence should be seen in 
your work

Use mock exams: Use mock exams wisely to boost your coursework and prepare for the exam. 
 
Develop critical thinking skills: Develop critical thinking skills to analyze artwork effectively.
 
Plan: Make best use of your time and your ideasW
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Art and Photography Student Destinations

Level 3: Sixth Form or College;

A Level Art and Photography, BTEC Diploma in Fine Art, Creative Media Production (Film Media 
and TV), Diploma in Creative Practice: Photography, Diploma in Creative Practice: Art, Design 
and Communication, Animation for Game and Media, Art Foundation Course

Level 4: University Degrees in the Following Specialisms; 

Fine Art, Photography, Illustration, Graphic Design, Fashion, Textiles, Architecture, theatre 
design, Costume Design, Product Design, Animation, Advertising and Marketing, Art therapy, 
Makeup and Prospectus, Costume, Arts Events and Management, Interior Design, Visual 
Communic⁴ation Creative Direction, Curation and Exhibition, Games Art and Design, Visual 
Effects, Computer Generated Imagery, Visual Effects, Modelling, Creative Technologies, Film 
Production, Applied Drawing, Ceramics, Performance Arts



Ceramics
CAREERS
IN ART
What can I be?

PHOTOGRAPHER
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Useful Websites

BBC Bitesize: A well-organized resource that covers the technical aspects of art, including drawing, 
painting, photography, and sculpture. It also provides information on the course's structure and assessment 
objectives. 

Pinterest: a social media platform that allows users to discover, save, and share visual ideas
 
Student Art Guide: A website that provides ideas, best practices, and learning strategies for high school art 
students. It also features art projects that have won awards. 
 
Art2day: A resource for finding fine artists and photographers to inspire students. It has sections focused on 
different media. 
 
The Art Story: A website that focuses on modern and contemporary artists. It provides information about an 
artist, including their biography and analysis of their work. 
 
Lightbox Resources: An online resource for art, craft, and design teachers and students. 
 
Oak National Academy: A website that provides over 10,000 free video lessons and resources. 
 
Art Room Mess: A website that provides inspiration and ideas for GCSE photography

Gallery Websites: such as; The Tate, National Gallery, The Royal Academy, Saatchi Gallery, The Barbican, 
White Cube, The Ashmolean, The Photographers Gallery, Museum of Modern Art etcU
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Emma Cartwright
ecartwright@budmouth-aspirations.org 

Lisa Elson
Lelson@budmouth-aspirations.org

Giles Richardson
Grichardson@budmouth-aspirations.org

Lizzie Allen
Eallen@budmouth-aspirations.org

GCSE Art and 
Photography

Course Staff

Any further questions or 
GCSE support please let 
us know
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